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The article considers the periodization of the development of the Belgorod region. The formation of a 

regional settlement system, which is conditioned by the construction of the Belgorod line. The functional-
planning structure of fortresses and settlements, which have been developed as the central places of local 
settlement systems, is analyzed. We discussed in detail the development of the territory of the first cycle and 
the regularities of the development of small cities in the Belgorod region. 
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