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Shapiro G.E. 
THE  NINE-POLE TYPE OF SYNAGOGUES : GENESIS, PECULIARITIES  
OF VOLUME-PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTIVE SOLUTION 
In recent years, particular interest is researching and restoration of monuments of the Jewish sacral archi-
tecture of the south of Russia, as the most important objects of the region's material culture, as well as sig-
nificant architectural monuments of artistic value. The works of Jewish religious architecture represent in 
this context unique and poorly studied example of the synthesis of a multi-century national culture and re-
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gional identity of the Jewish Diaspora. This article discusses the issue of borrowing and influencing the syn-
agogue architecture of the Region of the Troops of the Don and the Caucasus in the context of pan-European 
trends in synagogue architecture. A special place in the evolutionary process of synagogue architecture is 
occupied by the nine-pole type of synagogues, which originated at the turn of the XVIII-XIX centuries in 
Central Europe. This type assumes the presence of four vertex supports and nine forming vault fields. Such a 
constructive system has become widespread in the Baroque, and in the classic, and eclectic synagogues. In 
the process of the evolution of constructive systems and building technologies, the nine-field system was 
transformed, but the main ideas embedded in it concerning the semantics of the sacral space are also traced 
in the synagogue buildings of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Key words:  nine-pole synagogues, "bima-support", Aron-kodesh, four-pillar type. 
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